MINUTES June 26, 2023, Interagency Consultation Meeting


Interagency Consultation
Alabama Transportation Conformity
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
DATE: June 26, 2023
TIME: 10:00 am CST
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~AGENDA~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Introductions
2. Approval Past Month’s Minutes
3. Pumphouse Road Widening Project

Diamond Pearson of ALDOT began the discussion by explaining that this road widening project was not listed in the STIP or TIP, and wanted to have a group discussion on what the next steps should be to move forward with the project. Mike Kaczorowski of RPCGB explained to the IAC that this project is a capacity adding widening project on 280 that came about after the completion of the previous air quality conformity report that was adopted in 2019 for the 2020-2023 TIP. This project could not be added to the current TIP as an amendment, because it was not included in the air quality conformity analysis. Mr. Kaczorowski further explained that ALDOT initiated it with state funds, but ALDOT now wants to use federal funding. The RPCGB has included the project in the draft air quality conformity analysis as well as the draft 2024-2027 TIP, and the final approval will be determined by the MPO Policy Board on August 9th. Mr. Kaczorowski then asked ALDOT if they were asking what steps to take to continue the process and move forward with an environmental review. Ms. Pearson confirmed that was the question they were asking. Dianna Myers of EPA said that since this is a project of air quality concern ALDOT should send the hotspot screening to the IAC group. Mr. Kaczorowski added that Ms. Pearson was currently working on the hotspot screening form which has a section asking if the project is in the STIP or TIP. He then asked if ALDOT could list the project as included in the current draft STIP and TIP on the hotspot form even though the draft has not been formally adopted yet. Ms. Myers said that was a question for Federal Highway and suggested that ALDOT coordinate with FHWA. After that Mr. Kaczorowski asked if the IAC would need to review the hotspot screening on a call or if the review was something that could be done via email. Ms. Myers answered saying that it has been done through email in the past, but if questions come up that warrant a call it could be done that way as well. Lastly Mr. Kaczorowski said he could send ALDOT the page where the project is listed in the 2024-2027 draft TIP so that they can state on the hotspot form that the project is in draft and planned to be adopted on August 9th. Sandra Bonner of ALDOT thanked Mr. Kaczorowski and said they would do that and try to set up an appointment with FHWA.
4. Open Discussion 

Mr. Kaczorowski started the open discussion by thanking everyone for the IAC review of the documents sent out a few months ago and that RPCGB was excited to get them over the finish line in a few months. Ms. Myers had a few reminders starting with a quick update on the PM2.5 NAAQS letting the group know that the EPA was in the process of compiling the comments received and we should expect to hear something on the new level later this year. Also adding that the CASAC panel met and received comments on the ozone NAAQS and the agency was waiting on the next steps in that process. Lastly, she let the group know that EPA was working on an update to the MOVES model calling it MOVES4. The release date was not specifically known, but it would be released no sooner than sometime in the summer. Weston Freund of EPA then introduced himself to everyone and said he looked forward to working with the IAC group. Finally Amber Reed of ALDOT asked where new employees could get some MOVES training. Ms. Myers did not think that EPA was currently doing any MOVES training and said that the Federal Highway Resource Center would be the best place to check as they had conducted training for states in the past.
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