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Luncheon 11:30am - 1:00pm 

Keynote Speaker:  Mr. Pete Conroy, Director 

Jacksonville State Unitversity's Environmental Policy and Information Center  (EPIC) 

Brochure with all details coming your way soon!

RPCGB Receives Job Creation Funds 

The State of Alabama Department of Finance announced in mid-November that economic 
development agencies across the state, including the RPCGB, will each receive a share of $12 
million for job creation in their respective regions. The Alabama Revolving Loan Fund Authority met 
and issued bonds for the money that will be used to provide funds to twelve area agencies. The 
taxable bonds were sold by competitive bid to Protective Securities, a division of ProEquities, with a 
true interest cost of 5.416804%. 
  
The twelve agencies that will be receiving funds from the $12 million bond issue include: 

 Northwest Alabama Council of Local Governments, Muscle Shoals   
 West Alabama Regional Commission, Northport   
 The Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham, Birmingham 
 East Alabama Regional Planning and Development Commission, Anniston   
 Central Alabama Regional Planning and Development Commission, Montgomery 
 Southeast Alabama Regional Planning and Development Commission, Dothan   
 South Alabama Regional Planning Commission, Mobile   
 Lee-Russell Council of Governments, Opelika  
 North Central Alabama Regional Council of Governments, Decatur   
 Top of Alabama Regional Council of Governments, Huntsville   
 Alabama-Tombigbee Regional Commission, Camden 
 South Central Alabama Development Commission, Montgomery 

The RPCGB will receive approximately $1 million to be allocated to the expansion of businesses in 
its region.  Businesses that are eligible for funding include manufacturing, industry, health care and 
technology.  Contact Yvonne Murray at ymurray@rpcgb.org for more information. 

CommuteSmart Highlight 

CommuteSmart Hosts ETC Training
 
CommuteSmart hosted an Employee Transportation Coordinator (ETC) Workshop on Tuesday, 
November 30th at the Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham. CommuteSmart 
partners from Jefferson and Shelby Counties attended the presentation. This training was designed 
to teach the ETCs about the features and benefits offered by the new ridematching database. On 
December 7th an ETC Workshop on the same topic will be held. If you are interested in attending 
please call 205.264.8429 for more details. 
 
  
Looking For A Ride? 
 
Are you interested in joining a vanpool?  Below is a list of current vanpools that are looking for more 
riders.  If you are interested, please contact Lisa Williamson at 205.264.8436 or 
lwilliamson@rpcgb.org.  
 



  

Alabam

vehicle
discuss
electric
supplie
roads i
where 
Plug-In
YMurra
 
 

Comm

City of

The RP
Plan.  T
meetin
the City
meetin
assista
plan fo
RPCGB
  
City of

The Ci
city's m

ma Partners 

e market, feat
sed the infras
c vehicle mark
ers, and cons
n the US by 2
its Leaf, a ze

n Alabama ca
ay@rpcgb.org

munity Update

f Leeds Mast

PCGB continu
The RPCGB w
g will focus o
y.  The RPCG
g on the Mas

ance from the 
or the city.  Fo
B at ramore@

f Graysville M

ty of Graysvil
master plan.  T

for Clean Ai

ured the Niss
structure need
ket.  Proposa
umers.  It is e
2015, and Nis
ro emission v

ampaign or loo
g. 

es 

ter Plan 

ues to move f
will meet with

on the redevel
GB and the C
ster Plan in Ja

RPCGB thro
or additional in
@rpcgb.org. 

Master Plan 

le has reques
The City of G

r Update 

On W
Fuels 
partne
repres
Marrio
geare

san Leaf, Che
ds to be addre
ls included th

estimated that
ssan has ann
vehicle, will be
oking for more

forward on the
h the Leeds M
lopment of Do
ity of Leeds lo

anuary or Feb
ough the Build
nformation ple

Update 

sted assistanc
raysville is pa

 

 

Wednesday, De
Coalition (AC

er, hosted law
sentatives at 
ot Legends co
ed towards int
evrolet Volt, a
essed in orde

he creation of 
t more than o
ounced that A
e released.  T
re information 

e developme
Master Plan ad
owntown Lee
ooks forward 
bruary 2011. T
ding Commun
ease contact 

ce from the R
articipating in 

ecember 1, 2
CFC), an Alab
wmakers and 
the Plug-In A
onference cen
troducing stak
nd the Tesla 

er to prepare t
f tax incentive
one million ele
Alabama will 
Those interes
 should conta

nt of the City 
dvisory comm
ds and future
to hosting an

The City of Le
nities Program
Richard Amo

RPCGB to com
the Alabama

2010, the Alab
bama Partner
energy secto

Alabama kicko
nter in Prattvi
keholders to t
vehicles.  Att
the State of A

es for manufac
ectric vehicles
be one of the
ted in getting
act Yvonne M

of Leeds Mas
mittee in Dece
e developmen
nother public 
eeds has requ
m to complete
ore, Senior Pla

mplete the up
a Communitie

bama Clean 
rs for Clean A
or 
off event at th
ille.  The even
the electric 
tendees 
Alabama for th
cturers, 
s will be on 
e first 11 state
g involved in th
Murray at 

ster 
ember. This 
nt throughout 
involvement 
uested 
e the master 
lanner with th

pdate to their 
s of Excellen

Air 

e 
nt, 

he 

es 
he 

e 

ce 



program and seeks to update their master plan in accordance with the program.   The RPCGB is 
currently developing the Community Assessment section of the City of Graysville's Master Plan 
which includes an overview of the community, the environmental analysis, existing development, 
public infrastructure, and demographic and socioeconomic conditions. For additional information 
please contact Richard Amore, Senior Planner with the RPCGB at ramore@rpcgb.org 
  
  
RPCGB Hosts Work Session on Abandoned Properties 

The RPCGB held the first of several work sessions discussing vacant, abandoned and tax 
delinquent properties in the region.  The meeting included local elected officials, city attorneys and 
legal experts to determine best practices in the process to clearing title and redeveloping 
neighborhoods.  The next work sessions will aim to determine best practices for physical 
redevelopment with a focus on housing and green space.  For additional information please contact 
Philip Amthor, Planner with the RPCGB at pamthor@rpcgb.org 
 
  
Trees and Development Workshop 
  
The RPCGB will host the Trees and Development workshop scheduled in Birmingham, Alabama on 
January 11, 2011, in a cooperative effort with Auburn University's Cooperative Extension System 
and CAWACO RC+D.  This multi-agency supported workshop responds to a growing need to 
preserve trees during development and construction.  Trees and development are often at odds 
resulting in contention between city officials, design and construction professionals, planners, 
arborists, and property owners. Experience from the Alabama Cooperative Extension System 
suggests lack of knowledge in the design and construction industry, as well as the general public on 
the techniques important to successful tree preservation.   Five AICP CMs are pending approval 
for the workshop. 
  
This workshop will feature Alabama experts as well as James Urban, a leading landscape 
architect and tree preservation specialist from Annapolis, Maryland. The goals of this one day 
workshop are to:  
 
· Educate the audience on the importance of green infrastructure in Alabama cities  
· Provide techniques for preserving trees during development  
· Present case studies on successful local and regional projects. 
· Facilitate networking opportunities for a multidisciplinary audience 
  
Workshop Details  
 
The Trees and Development Workshop will be at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens on January 
11, 2011. For more information about the workshop and speakers, please refer to the agenda at: 
http://www.rpcgb.org/documents/Trees_Workshop_Agenda+Registration.pdf 
  
Workshop Location: Birmingham, Botanical Gardens, 2612 Lane Park Road Birmingham, 
Alabama 35223  
Workshop Date and Time Tuesday, January 11, 2011 8:30am - 4:30pm  
Register Online at:  https://ssl.acesag.auburn.edu/conference/ucftrees2011/registrationForm.php 

 
Community Development Block Grant Awards 
 
FY2010 CDBG Awards: 
Blountsville, Blount County - Small Cities Fund - sewer project 
Vincent, Shelby County - Small Cities Fund - roads project - $400,000
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