
Regional Planning Commission  
of Greater Birmingham   

 

Special Edition 
 

 

  

Cordova, AL 
During a span of 12 hours on April 27th, two 
tornadoes affected the City of Cordova. These 
tornadoes devastated 
the Central Business 
District and residential 
areas of Cordova. In 
August 2011, RPCGB 
and the Auburn 
University Urban 
Studio led a design 
workshop at Cordova 
High School. Design 
professionals and community members provided 
feedback on the ideas and design concepts for Cordova. 
RPCGB continues to aid Cordova with technical 
assistance efforts and HUD grant opportunities listed in 
the Cordova Long Term Community Recovery (LTCR) 
Plan. 

Pleasant Grove, AL 
The tornado cut a path three-and-a-half miles long and 
one-half-mile wide through Pleasant Grove, which 
devastated thousands of residents and 
businesses. Shortly after the tornadoes, the city council 

appointed a steering 
committee to focus 
on long-term 
community recovery 
planning. The FEMA 
Long-Term 
Community 
Recovery (LTCR) 
Team and the 

Introduction 

In recognition of the April 
27th tornadoes, 

RPCGB reflects on the 
progress and rebuilding 

efforts of several 
communities in the region 

that were affected by 
the disaster last year. 

     

  

Thank You 

These community 
rebuilding efforts would not 
have been possible without 

support from: 
  
Local governments  
Police & fire departments 
Community volunteers 
Community residents 
FEMA 
ADECA 
Auburn University Urban 
Studio 
United Way of Central 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QIuKwhyO_X87HTG99SYhYOcT8Ar3MuNu2kpBLLrQejaIvGokoat6yD-kU5_X7INLu6-edEx1kc4gyP8Il6YrLVGBJlyLqd_BffXwnVuTnxtJ40KWF7AHmBbfR4AEGTqCs1Q21vsieAZMJcLmrDnUu6NMJMrWgpfxtEPcPSnahYroovMNZuYNG6XMSEePnX5kElej1M6NuYnZn-uF_xQQ6jFRTED3H3WgnFpWzInpwq3t6Ek4JWnz3KQ3FRqJXEEbQvJ0PwFu4d4DBvfj0izKcC4-tkfHp4PN3YYL5SwO14iwvEYesz6bB3BC_w_w4xWwz_s9wJXdlwOhaWgnKOMhtLenJZAJh5KBJWj730mI_OQJQXKe_r-PHdV_VpMxVTfto0MNmdrCa3M=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QIuKwhyO_X87HTG99SYhYOcT8Ar3MuNu2kpBLLrQejaIvGokoat6yD-kU5_X7INLu6-edEx1kc4gyP8Il6YrLVGBJlyLqd_BffXwnVuTnxtJ40KWF7AHmBbfR4AEGTqCs1Q21vsieAZMJcLmrDnUu6NMJMrWgpfxtEPcPSnahYroovMNZuYNG6XMSEePnX5kElej1M6NuYnZn-uF_xQQ6jFRTED3H3WgnFpWzInpwq3t6Ek4JWnz3KQ3FRqJXEEbQvJ0PwFu4d4DBvfj0izKcC4-tkfHp4PN3YYL5SwO14iwvEYesz6bB3BC_w_w4xWwz_s9wJXdlwOhaWgnKOMhtLenJZAJh5KBJWj730mI_OQJQXKe_r-PHdV_VpMxVTfto0MNmdrCa3M=


RPCGB facilitated weekly meetings with the eight-
member committee to determine how Pleasant Grove 
should rebuild. This group created the LTCR Action 
Strategy for Pleasant Grove. RPCGB is still involved with 
the city and this committee to proceed with actions 
identified in the plan.   

Pratt City, AL 
Pratt City was struck by an EF-4 tornado that leveled 
much of the Pratt 
community and damaged or 
destroyed more than 1,500 
structures citywide. Mayor 
William Bell of Birmingham 
swiftly requested assistance 
from the American Institute 
of Architects (AIA) to aid in 
the rebuilding of Pratt City. 
AIA accepted the request  
and formed the Regional  
and  Urban Design  Assistance  Team (R/UDAT). RPCGB 
was involved in the R/UDAT project by providing 
expertise for the plan and actively participating in the 
community workshop. The plan created by AIA is called 
Rebuilding the Pratt Community. 

Sipsey, AL 
Following the April 27th tornadoes, FEMA reported that 
16 homes were destroyed and 68 home were rendered 
unsafe in Sipsey, AL. With assistance from RPCGB, 
FEMA Long Term Community Recovery (LTCR) teams 
and the Auburn Urban Studio, Sipsey held a workshop 

to determine how the 
community should 
move forward. The 
Town Council approved 
and adopted the LTCR 
Action Strategy for 
Sipsey LTCR Action 
Strategy for Sipsey in 

November 2011. The RPCGB has been working with 
Sipsey to finalize and pursue strategies identified in the 
plan. RPCGB is working with ADECA on pursing HUD 
funding as well as other grant opportunities.  

Alabama  
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development  
Greater 
Birmingham  Association of 
Home Builders 
Habitat for Humanity 
American Institute of 
Architecture - Birmingham 
Chapter 
Community Foundation of 
Greater Birmingham 
Walker Area Community 
Foundation  
Restore Sipsey 
And so many more! 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QIuKwhyO_X9jFukZf2kxAaAz1Fc-plkGHg5fX_gfGcjS1t2c_Ybh7kBj6dcb8AgnRhNQGpkwOE7dGK_s4BfT1C0WMi-XdXxVlfdRUGkS_QJQu5TTB1K9w7Ch8b1i6PFvCLlL397LfcvRfwrN0wTFNWESWkANV8GK7eUislcWbd5kwWNmXmr6gzu1ffy9eCttuOdZDhFpf3PKEbgxteLsbynZZKkpzns4un136vITHkpeHfdVPVzSWuti2nPs_4MhETsvQ28NnHJeW1Bh9sb-Lu02w_N_dp7cXDN25peorOG4R1-CCMbBFhUO8RQye_5UJjQuaOpk1rpN_-Ns-Vi-MoekZDFw_FasFVTd4FhX-XaD1GidSlXz6kxxAZOAnKBCiSRSlED1-O8p1s5aabMzaA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QIuKwhyO_X9jFukZf2kxAaAz1Fc-plkGHg5fX_gfGcjS1t2c_Ybh7kBj6dcb8AgnRhNQGpkwOE7dGK_s4BfT1C0WMi-XdXxVlfdRUGkS_QJQu5TTB1K9w7Ch8b1i6PFvCLlL397LfcvRfwrN0wTFNWESWkANV8GK7eUislcWbd5kwWNmXmr6gzu1ffy9eCttuOdZDhFpf3PKEbgxteLsbynZZKkpzns4un136vITHkpeHfdVPVzSWuti2nPs_4MhETsvQ28NnHJeW1Bh9sb-Lu02w_N_dp7cXDN25peorOG4R1-CCMbBFhUO8RQye_5UJjQuaOpk1rpN_-Ns-Vi-MoekZDFw_FasFVTd4FhX-XaD1GidSlXz6kxxAZOAnKBCiSRSlED1-O8p1s5aabMzaA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QIuKwhyO_X_DdK4adbW_qRnbxMi46j313KTDe_kHBqTu0iufhMHT1J9iIZrMq-aJU0A2zUcPGxl9PkbtU8BXe0wGqUKQtye5dztbWGknCUJN_zaqHlUP7pEjUaplIIFfsgrxAdF65JfkdiG2wWDI1k3NMbYM_My8ORiR-wV3aWCC8uA179MKTClRvEK9aKStnyDlQqX8sbq0FW3St5pOXIUZ2PU1H_52VLnqq09Hd0p7tMsqpRSeu3XSN09czI5PfOdJ-pvjxUYi72g3WWUFKyWfyEBcdcLEsAG4yYJZ8XrEiIqhyB3h_oDfMA44s7lvvk-wRhkAbdBY7qnFWKKQZNRf1k5cRPR70rnlM26eYGHx3fkBymVjqjipUGoOagr1YIOgjymciwlMRZd8cOqC8A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QIuKwhyO_X8wnFIp74Spyb1uRDpuOd8rP5JQ8htbPt5mN4OISGBMXbOEWn8TeuHvTfka00bXEQV6lk8fNBo_ETeBr55lB58Oku8_q87bqp4CbWRJiiuL2ZvOpRrrmIUxZuYLD377t39pU7KoRttCrYKeTLqw-3MsyHDowvp7YCv1S7EFItRkFq6zMMFhpOm5EuwfP8QyO6jxyZr60V0LT1-Sz-JI4IMZUXVcOk_ftB-Ui5EcDj6qWM2zQy1Mx1VKxqFMC-aT8UouNPhdRnMPZlf3tiLbxyYYSm9oC7QBPqWw76QXLqt6yH0neZg1ytgNP_L9-jAcX_UxONkBugbeZbqhakzz594mDFEd0WvRqz9uUW8xdWgscEwSHVGEgnohuSEttfADW4w=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QIuKwhyO_X8wnFIp74Spyb1uRDpuOd8rP5JQ8htbPt5mN4OISGBMXbOEWn8TeuHvTfka00bXEQV6lk8fNBo_ETeBr55lB58Oku8_q87bqp4CbWRJiiuL2ZvOpRrrmIUxZuYLD377t39pU7KoRttCrYKeTLqw-3MsyHDowvp7YCv1S7EFItRkFq6zMMFhpOm5EuwfP8QyO6jxyZr60V0LT1-Sz-JI4IMZUXVcOk_ftB-Ui5EcDj6qWM2zQy1Mx1VKxqFMC-aT8UouNPhdRnMPZlf3tiLbxyYYSm9oC7QBPqWw76QXLqt6yH0neZg1ytgNP_L9-jAcX_UxONkBugbeZbqhakzz594mDFEd0WvRqz9uUW8xdWgscEwSHVGEgnohuSEttfADW4w=


   

 

Join Our Mailing List  

   

 
 

 

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1102513701134

